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Introduction 
 

 

Alḥamdulillāh wa al-Ṣalātu wa al-Salaam ‘alā Rasūlillāh ‘amma ba'd 

My dear respected brothers, the topic of tonight’s lecture shall be about the disease of seeking 

leadership and fame; and that is the disease of loving to stand out and be seen by others. This is 

one of the diseases that has entered the hearts of some Muslims and it has affected their ikhlāṣ 

(sincerity) towards Allāh, such that they love to be seen in their worldly affairs and it affects the 

way they seek the ākhirah. 

Dear brothers, this disease is one of the greatest diseases that affects the hearts, and it affects 

one’s īmān, and it is in total contradiction to having ikhlāṣ to Allāh. Allāh says: 

يَن ُحنَـ  َفاَء َوَما أُِمُروا ِإالَّ لِيَـْعُبُدوا اهللََّ ُخمِْلِصَني َلُه الدِّ  

“And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allāh, and worship none but Him Alone 

(abstaining from ascribing partners to Him)”1 

And if a person is blameworthy for having a love of standing out, being famous and being the 

one in charge when it comes to worldly affairs, how much more blameworthy is it for a person 

to love to stand out and be in charge when it comes to religious affairs? 

 

                                                            
1 Sūrah al-Bayyinah 98:5 
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1. Having Sincerity 
 

Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) says:  

 

َّ أَنَزْلَنا ِإلَْيَك اْلِكَتاَب  ينِإ حلَْقِّ فَاْعُبِد اهللََّ ُخمِْلًصا لَُّه الدِّ يُن اْخلَاِلصُ  )٢(ِ َأَال هللَِِّ الدِّ  

“Verily, We have sent down the Book to you (O Muḥammad) in truth: So worship Allāh (alone) by doing 

religious deeds sincerely for Allāh’s Sake only, (and not to show-off, and not to set up rivals with Him in 

worship). Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allāh only.”2 

 ُقْل ِإنَّ َصَالِيت َوُنُسِكي َوَحمَْياَي َوَممَاِيت هللَِِّ َربِّ اْلَعاَلِمنيَ 

“Say (O Muḥammad): ‘Verily, my ṣalāt (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allāh, the 

Lord of the ‘Ālamīn (mankind, jinns and all that exists).”3 

Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) has commanded us to be sincere to Him in our affairs; and even when it comes 

to worldly affairs, if a person has a sincere intention to be of benefit to others, he is rewarded 

for this. And he is rewarded much more when it comes to acts of worship when he has this 

sincerity towards Allāh (عز وجل), such that even his daily, customary actions can become acts of 

worship with the proper intention. 

Allāh says at the beginning of Sūrah Tabārak:  

                                                            
2 Sūrah al-Zumar 39:2-3 

3 Sūrah al-An’ām 6:162 
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ُلوَُكْم أَيُُّكْم َأْحسَ  ُن َعَمًال الَِّذي َخَلَق اْلَمْوَت َواْحلََياَة لِيَـبـْ  

“Who has created death and life, that He may test you which of you is best in deed.”4 

Explaining what it means to be best in deeds, Fuḍayl b. ‘Iyāḍ (رمحه هللا) said that they are those [deeds] 

that are most sincere and most correct. Someone asked: “O Abū ‘Alī, what does this mean?” He 

said that if a deed is sincere but not correct, it will not be accepted; and if it is correct but not 

sincere, it will not be accepted until it is both sincere and correct.  

So if a person does a sincere deed for the Sake of Allāh but he is not following the Sunnah in 

performing it, it will not be accepted. Likewise, if a person is performing a deed correctly i.e. he 

is following the Sunnah in the way he is doing it, yet he is not doing so sincerely for the Sake of 

Allāh, this is not something that will be accepted and rewarded by Allāh. 

Allāh says: 

نـَْيا َوزِينَـتَـَها نـَُوفِّ ِإلَْيِهْم َأْعَماَهلُْم ِفيَها َوُهْم  أُولَِٰئَك الَِّذيَن لَْيَس َهلُْم ِيف اْآلِخَرِة  )١٥(ِفيَها َال يـُْبَخُسونَ َمن َكاَن يُرِيُد اْحلََياَة الدُّ

ِطٌل مَّا َكانُوا يـَْعَمُلونَ   ِإالَّ النَّاُر َوَحِبَط َما َصنَـُعوا ِفيَها َوَ

“Whosoever desires the life of the world and its glitter; to them We shall pay in full (the wages of) their 

deeds therein, and they will have no diminution therein. They are those for whom there is nothing in the 

Hereafter but Fire; and vain are the deeds they did therein. And of no effect is that which they used to 

do.”5 

                                                            
4 Sūrah al-Mulk 67:2 

5 Sūrah Hūd 11:15-16 
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َها َوَما َلُه ِيف اْآلِخَرِة ِمن نَّصِ َمن َكاَن يُرِيُد َحْرَث  نـَْيا نـُْؤتِِه ِمنـْ يبٍ اْآلِخَرِة نَزِْد َلُه ِيف َحْرثِِه َوَمن َكاَن يُرِيُد َحْرَث الدُّ  

“Whosoever desires (with his deeds) the reward of the Hereafter, We give him increase in his reward, and 

whosoever desires the reward of this world (with his deeds), We give him thereof (what is written for 

him), and he has no portion in the Hereafter.”6 

The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said concerning the person who learns Islāmic knowledge but his 

intention for doing so is nothing other than gaining worldly affairs, such as becoming famous 

or assuming the power of leadership: “Whoever learns that by which the Face of Allāh is sought and 

he is learning it for no sake other than a worldly affair, he will not even smell the fragrance of Jannah on 

the Day of Resurrection.”  

Ka’b b. Mālik (رضي هللا عنه) narrated that the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said: “Whoever seeks knowledge in 

order to impress the ignorant or in order to debate with the scholars or in order to turn people’s faces 

towards him, Allāh will cause him to enter the Hellfire.”7  

Likewise, Ibn Masūd (رضي هللا عنه) said: “Do not seek knowledge for three things: To impress the 

ignorant people, to argue with the scholar or to turn people’s faces towards you. Seek by what 

you say that which is with Allāh, for indeed it is more lasting (i.e. when a person intends good 

by what he says it will be kept in his account for him and he will see the rewards in the afterlife) 

and everything aside from that shall vanish (i.e. what people do for worldly affairs will vanish 

and they will have no reward for it; rather they will be punished for it).”  

                                                            
6 Sūrah al-Shūrā 42:20 

7 Reported by al-Tirmidhī and graded ṣaḥīḥ by Imām al-Albānī 
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Because we have been commanded to have ikhlāṣ, whenever a person does a righteous deed for 

other than Allāh he will be punished for it, as we find in the ḥadīth regarding the first people 

who will be thrown into the Hellfire and burnt therein. This ḥadīth mentions that there are three 

types of people who will be dragged upon their faces into the Hellfire. The first is a reciter of the 

Qur’ān who recited it so people would call him a reciter and he will be known. The second is a 

mujāhid who fought in the Path of Allāh but he only did this so that people would say he was 

brave, and the third is a person who spent and gave charity in the Way of Allāh but he only did 

so for others to say that he was a generous person. Thus, whoever performs these righteous 

deeds not for the Sake of Allāh but in order to become famous or for worldly affairs shall have 

nothing other than a punishment in the afterlife. 
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2. The Striving of The Salaf al-Ṣāliḥ For Sincerity 

 

And so my brothers, we should all strive against our own souls from evil inclinations when we 

are doing righteous deeds so that we do not want through them anything other than the Face of 

Allāh. We should not want to show off or want people to hear of us such that we have a good 

reputation and become famous in front of others. Our Salaf al-Ṣāliḥ used to strive hard against 

their souls trying to overcome this temptation. Thus we find the statement of Sufyān al-Thawrī 

( هللارمحه  ): “I never treated something that was harder upon my soul than my own intention, because 

of how it changes.” 

Al-Tustarī (رمحه هللا) was asked: “What was the hardest thing upon your soul?” He said: “Having 

ikhlāṣ.” 

So my brothers, we should seek through our actions and our statements nothing other than the 

ākhirah and when we do acts of righteousness we should want no reward from the people but 

we should want to convey the Sharī’ah of Allāh and to be rewarded by Him in the afterlife. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Disease of Seeking Leadership and Fame 
 

Email:	info@mpubs.org																									www.mpubs.org		 Page	10 

	

3. Deeds Done For The Sake of Allāh Will Remain 
 

Some of what has been mentioned my dear brothers from our Salaf al-Ṣāliḥ regarding the topic 

of loving leadership and fame is the statement of Fuḍayl b. ‘Iyāḍ in Siyar A’lām al-Nubalā`: 

“Whoever loves to be mentioned will not be mentioned (whether this is a worldly affair or a 

religious affair) and whoever dislikes to be mentioned will be mentioned.” 

It was once said to Abī Bakr ‘Iyyāsh (رمحه هللا): “There are people who sit in the masjid (i.e. to teach 

and others will come and sit with them).” He said: “Whoever sits for the Sake of Allāh people 

will come and sit with him, but the People of Sunnah die and their remembrance remains and 

the People of Bid’ah die and their remembrance dies along with them.” 

These are just a few of the statements from our Pious Predecessors that have been mentioned 

when it comes to the topic of having ikhlāṣ and the fact that whoever performs righteous deeds 

for the Sake of Allāh will be remembered by Allāh and remembered by His creation; and whoever 

does so for other than His Sake, when they die their remembrance will die along with them. The 

remembrance of the People of Knowledge and the People of Taqwā shall remain with Allāh, as 

well as with the people. Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah (رمحه هللا) stated in Majmū’ al-Fatāwā that the 

people who do righteous deeds will not be forgotten because they revived what the Messenger 

  :came with and thus they had a portion of Allāh’s statement (صلى هللا عليه وسلم)

 َوَرفـَْعَنا َلَك ِذْكَركَ 

“And We have raised for you your mention/remembrance.”8 

                                                            
8 Sūrah al-Inshirah 94:4 
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This is addressing not only the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) but also everyone who comes after him 

who conveys the Sharī’ah with ikhlāṣ. And as for the People of Bid’ah, they shall have a portion of 

Allāh’s statement: 

 ِإنَّ َشانَِئَك ُهَو اْألَْبَرتُ 

“For he who makes you angry (O Muḥammad), - he will be cut off (from every good thing in this world 

and in the Hereafter).”9 

Due to their innovation they shall have no remembrance that will remain with the people 

because they were not clarifying the Sunnah of the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) to the people so 

Allāh caused them to be forgotten. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
9 Sūrah al-Kawthar 108:3 
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4. The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) Forbade His Ummah From Seeking After 

Leadership 
 

Part of what shows how the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) forbade his Ummah from seeking after 

leadership and warning against it as it relates to large-scale or small-scale positions of leadership 

is his statement: “Indeed you will seek after leadership and it will be a regret on the Day of Resurrection, 

so what a great wet nurse and what a terrible weaner.” It is as if he was comparing getting used to 

leadership and power to a wet nurse someone got comfortable with and the woman who weans 

the child, it is as if all of a sudden this child was taken away from the wet nurse whom he loved. 

In this life this is like the people who are put in positions of power and all of a sudden they get 

overthrown, killed or taken from their position of power. 

There is also an athar that has been reported regarding the outcomes of leadership: “Shall I not 

inform you about leadership? It starts as criticism and the second part of it is regret and the 

third part of it is punishment on Yawm al-Qiyāmah except for those who are just.” This goes back 

to the statement of the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) about there being seven people who will be in 

the Shade of Allāh on the Day of Resurrection, the day in which there will be no shade except 

His Shade, and one of them is a just leader. So as you can see, there are so many harms—both 

religious and worldly—when it comes to seeking after leadership and power. 

It is narrated that two men once came to the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) requesting position of 

leadership and he responded saying: “We do not give this affair to those who ask for it or those who 

seek after it.”  
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5. Narrations of The Salaf on Love of Leadership and Fame 
 

Some of the Salaf used to say: “Beware of loving leadership because some people will love it like 

they love gold and silver and none but those who have insight in their religion will be successful, 

so work with pure intentions.” 

Ayyūb al-Sakhtiyānī (رمحه هللا) said: “Never is a person truthful and (at the same time) loves being 

famous.” 

Bishr b. Ḥārith (رمحه هللا) said: “No one who fears Allāh loves fame.” 

Yaḥyā b. Mu’ādh (رمحه هللا) said: “Never will a person be successful if the scent of loving fame is even 

smelled from him.”  

Shaddād b. Aws (رمحه هللا) said: “O remainders of the Arab, the thing that I fear most for you is this 

hidden desire.” Abū Ayyūb al-Sijistānī (رمحه هللا) was asked what is meant by this hidden desire and 

he said: “It is the desire for leadership (and/or fame).”  

Ibn Taymiyyah (رمحه هللا) said that many times this is hidden from a person and he does not even 

know that he is seeking after this. So it is a very subtle feeling. 

Fuḍayl b. ‘Iyāḍ (رمحه هللا) said: “Never does a person love leadership except that he is jealous and 

transgresses against other people, and he cannot stand others being mentioned with good.” 
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6. The One Who Asks For Leadership Will Be Entrusted To It Whereas 
The One Who Is Given Leadership Will Be Aided In It By Allāh 

 

‘Abd Al-Raḥmān b. Samurah (رضي هللا عنه) reported that Allāh’s Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said to him: 

“O ‘Abd Al-Raḥmān! Do not ask for leadership because if you are given it due to asking for it you will be 

entrusted to it (i.e. you will have no help) and if you are given it without asking for it, you will be aided in 

it (by Allāh).”10 

‘Abd Al-Raḥmān al-Sa’dī (رمحه هللا) said in his book Bahjat Qulūb al-Abrār (pgs. 105-106) that leadership 

and other than that, whether these are positions of leadership that are general or specific, on a 

large scale or small scale, from being a king of a nation to being a minister or the principal of a 

school or anything small like this, people should not ask for these positions of leadership. Rather, 

they should ask Allāh for wellbeing and to be free of these responsibilities because they do not 

know whether this responsibility will be good for them or bad for them. And they do not know 

whether they can truly perform this responsibility and give it its right. So if a person asks for a 

position of leadership like this, he will be entrusted to his own soul. He will not be given success 

and he will not be granted Allāh’s Devine Help.  

Never should a person ask for leadership because asking for it shows that there are two faults in 

the person: 1. He loves the dunyā and he loves to raise himself up over others 2. Instead of putting 

his trust in Allāh the person is putting his trust in his own self. 

As for the person who does not seek after a position of leadership but it comes to him without 

asking for it e.g. if the person in charge of the board of education asks a school teacher to be the 

principal of a school without him ever going and requesting this position and he never sought 

                                                            
10 Recorded by al-Bukhārī & Muslim 
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after it and he sees within himself that he is able to give this position its right and perform the 

duties therein, then if he accepts it Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) will help him and bless him in this position 

and save him from being tested by it—and this is if he did not go after it and choose it for himself. 

When a person accepts a position that is given to him in these situations then he will increase 

in his trust in Allāh. 

Imām al-Sa’dī (رمحه هللا) commented on the ḥadīth where the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said: “ . . . and 

if you are given it without asking for it, you will be aided in it” saying that this is proof that what is 

meant by positions of leadership in both worldly and religious affairs is rectifying the condition 

of the masses of the people in their worldly and religious affairs, preventing them from falling 

into what Allāh has prohibited and governing the affairs of jihād and other than that. So whoever 

accepts a position like this, which is good for all of the people in society, when he is striving hard 

in fulfilling his responsibilities he is doing so with ikhlāṣ to Allāh and in his respect it is one of 

the greatest acts of worship. And whoever is doing so without this ikhlāṣ to Allāh then it is one 

of the most dangerous things he can possibly involve himself in. These positions of leadership 

are from the Furū’ al-Kiffāyāt: obligations upon the community where somebody must do them 

and if nobody does them then the entire community/society is committing a sin. 
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7. Some Signs That A Person Is Afflicted With The Disease of Loving 
Leadership and Fame 

 

In conclusion, there are signs that indicate that a person is afflicted with this disease of loving 

leadership and fame—may Allāh protect us from that:  

 He is not sincere to Allāh in his deeds. 

 He will only accept a position if he is above other people and would not accept a job except 

that he is the manager. He would not accept to be a teacher of a school; he wants to be the 

principal of the school, and so on.  

 Whenever he speaks about others he mentions their faults as if he is perfect and there is no 

one else who is fit to do the job except him. 

 If there were some possibility of him receiving a position of leadership he would never 

suggest a person who is more qualified, knowledgeable and righteous than himself. He will 

love to be the one on top and will never suggest that anyone else receives this position. 

 If he happens to be fired or let down from his position he will be extremely regretful. 

 He is arrogant when it comes to interacting with others.  

 He has no success in fulfilling his responsibilities. 

 He does not accept the truth when it comes to him and if he were mistaken he would not 

accept or admit his mistakes. And the same goes for a person of bid’ah; he would not leave 

alone the bid’ah when it is presented to him that he is guilty of it. 

 He loves that people mention him, talk good about him and praise him. 

Whoever has been tested with some position of leadership and is known amongst the people 

should strive against himself in having sincerity for Allāh and hope for the reward from Allāh. 

He should perform his duties with sincerity and remember the punishment awaiting those who 

do not properly perform their duties or fail in their responsibilities, and he should know that he 
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will be questioned in front of Allāh for his responsibilities. At every moment the person should 

be calling himself to account, looking at his own heart and checking his sincerity, especially if 

he has been given a position of leadership over the people, then he should constantly seek 

Allāh’s forgiveness for his shortcomings in that. 

He should ask Allāh to grant him success and not make this worldly life the greatest of his 

worries. He should ask Allāh to grant him the ability to make correct decisions and to send him 

those who would advise him to make good decisions and he should not seek in his position of 

leadership anything other than the Pleasure of Allāh and seeing the Face of Allāh. He should 

know that positions of leadership are hardships, not honours; they are responsibilities, not 

badges of honour. A person should not make their work and what they have been tested with of 

positions of leadership a ladder climbing up to worldly affairs. Rather, he should make this a way 

of trying to help his Muslim brothers fix their worldly and religious affairs and to try to judge 

with justice between them. 

We ask Allāh not to make this worldly life the greatest of our concerns. We ask Him to grant us 

His Success and grant us ikhlāṣ and to accept our deeds from us and to give us a good ending and 

to gather us in Jannat al-Firdaws with the Prophets, the Truthful, the Martyrs and the Righteous, 

and how excellent these companions are!  

Wa Allāhu A’lam 

Wa ṢallAllāhu wa Sallama wa Bārak ‘alā Nabiyyinā Muḥammad wa ‘alā Ālihi wa Ṣaḥbihi wa Sallam 

 

 


