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On Wednesday 7th December 2016, in our weekly class in the explanation of the book, 

“The Book of Major Sins” by Shaykh ul Islām Muḥammad ibn ‘AbdilWahhāb, our Noble 

Shaykh Bandar al-Khaybarī mentioned  the following benefit, 

Allāh (عز وجل) says, 

ُه  ﴿ َّ ً َوَقَضٰى رَبَُّك َأالَّ تـَْعُبُدوا ِإالَّ ِإ ْلَواِلَدْيِن ِإْحَسا َوِ  ﴾ 
 

“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful 

to your parents.” 1 

 
 
Abū Bakr related that Allāh’s Messenger (ṣal Allāhu ʿalayhi wa-sallam) said, “Shall I not 

inform you about the greatest of the Major sins?” We said, ‘Yes O Messenger of Allāh.’ 

He said, “Associating partners with Allāh, and being undutiful to one’s parents….” 2 

  

In this ḥadīth wherein the Prophet (ṣal Allāhu ʿalayhi wa-sallam) explained the greatest 

of the major sins, he first mentioned associating partners with Allāh, and thereafter 

he mentioned disobedience to one’s parents.  The term used for disobeying one’s 

parents is ‘ الوالدينعقوق  ’. The word ‘عقوق’ can be translated as disobedience and is 

derived from the root word ‘عق’ which means to cut. Thus the ritual that the Muslims 

practice, known as the ʿaqīqah is called such due to the cutting of the animal’s neck 

                                       
1 Sūrah al-Isrāʼ, 23 
2 Bukhārī & Muslim 
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which is to be sacrificed for Allāh. This is an act of thanks due to the arrival of a new 

born baby. 

 

This term ‘عقوق الوالدين’, cutting off the relations is associated with a necessary tie 

between a parent and a child; this is something which is supposed to remain [and not 

to be cut]. If a child were to cut ties with his parents he will be committing one of the 

greatest sins; cutting ties with one’s parents is from the major sins and strongly 

prohibited. Not only is this prohibited in the Religion, but even common sense tells 

us that no one should ever cut ties with the people who raised them when they were 

young, defenseless and small. 

 

Just think about everything that the parents sacrifice for their children, especially 

the mother. From the moment that she conceived she is in pain, throughout the 

pregnancy she is in pain, throughout the delivery of the child she is in pain, and 

throughout the raising of the small child, feeding and cleaning him, she is in pain. 

When the child is sick, the mother is worried and when the child is hurt, she is 

perhaps even more hurt than him. Likewise, the father exerts great efforts to sacrifice 

for his family, running up and down, left and right seeking provisions to ensure his 

child is fed. He does everything in his ability to ensure his child has what he needs. 

 

The parents have the most compassion; no one cares for you like your parents care 

for you and no one wants good for you as they do. Especially when a child is young 

and defenseless, they fail to realize this and perhaps this [tremendous virtues of the 

parents] never crosses the child’s mind until they grow and have their own children. 

They never realize how very much their parents love and care for them; the love, 

emotions and care is there but the child does not realise nor perceive this.  

 

The child is in need of his parents and cannot take care of himself. And when his 

parents grow old, perhaps they (the parents) are the ones who cannot take care of 
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their own selves and they are the ones who are in need of their children. Especially 

when they become old, cutting ties with them, disobeying them and not giving them 

their due rights is from the worst sins, after they treated you kindly for all of these 

years, you would go and cut ties with them and cut relations with them. The prophet 

(ṣal Allāhu ʿalayhi wa-sallam) informed us that such acts are from the greatest of sins.  

 

Furthermore, Islām is not a religion that only came to show the servant how to 

establish the relationship between himself and His Lord, rather Islām teaches the 

servant how to rectify his relationship with everything and everyone around him; 

how one should interact with his parents, relatives, neighbours, the innovators and 

even the animals. Islām commands us to obey and keep ties with our parents and to 

treat them kindly. Islām commands us to treat others kindly. Islām is a complete way 

of life, which teaches us how to interact with everything and everyone around us. 

 

The Muslim lives for a great number of years under the care of his parents, and he 

needs to return that beautiful favor [to them]. Failing to give parents their rights is 

from the greatest of sins and thus Allāh has placed disobedience to one’s parents right 

next to shirk - the greatest of all sins. 

 

 

 

 


